William Meikle and wives Marion Cochran & Margaret Jesse Jackson
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William Meikle [Muckle] was born 26 Jul 1795 in Kirkmichael, Ayrshire, Scotland.  He was the ninth and youngest child of  Gilbert and Jean Galbraith.  Gilbert made a living as a taylor.  William was christened 28 Jul 1795 in the parish of Kirkmichael.

William and Marion Cochran proclaimed their marriage for 2 days, May 26 and June 22, 1822  in Hamilton, Lanark, Scotland, not far from Glasgow.  William and Marion had a number of children.  Sometime between Feb 1833 and Jun 1834 Marion dies, probably in Hamilton.

William & Margaret Jesse Jackson proclaimed their marriage June 15, and  22, 1834, also in Hamilton, Lanark, Scotland.  Margaret Jesse Jackson was christened 19 Jul 1799 at Fram’s Folley, Cambuslang, Lanark, Scotland.  Her father was Robert Jackson, a carter [driver of a horse drawn “cart” transporting goods] as an occupation.  Her mother was Isabel Smellie.

In the 1841 census of Hamilton, William is listed with his family as Robert [perhaps a middle name?].  His occupation was shoemaker.  Margaret was a dressmaker.  Listed were William, Agnes, Gilbert, children of Marion and Robert, Isabella and James, children of Margaret. [New FamilySearch lists other children of Marion – Elizabeth, Clifford [need evidence of these 2] and Jane not included in this census, perhaps married by this time.

The family is listed in the Glasgow [LDS] branch record.  William was the first family member to be baptized on 12 Jul 1844, by James Houston.  Margaret was not baptized until 11 Nov 1847.  William was ordained a deacon 18 Feb 1849, then an elder 7 Jan 1853.  

In the 1851 census we find the family living in Calton, Lanark, Scotland, at 85 Reid St.  William is still listed as a shoemaker for an occupation, but Margaret is listed as a milk shopkeeper, and the children listed are Robert, Isabella and James.  Calton is a district of East Glasgow in the parish of Barony, closer to Glasgow than Bridgeton.

Tradition states that William worked in the knitting mills in Glasgow.  Unfortunately William died 3 Feb 1853 ‘of fever’ at the age of 50, before they could raise the money to migrate.  He was buried in Parkhead Burying Ground on Gallow Gate Road.

During this time emigration was encouraged.  Under this difficult circumstance, Margaret decided to send her eldest son Robert, age 18, to go first.  He started for Utah alone on the ship “Old England” on 5 Mar 1854, and it is unsure which company he crossed the plains with.  He obtained employment with John R Winder, a superintendent of a tannery, in Salt Lake City, and learned the tanning trade.  He worked and saved money and sent it to his mother in Scotland to assist his mother and siblings to emigrate.

Margaret’s stepson Gilbert age 21 also emigrated on the ship John M Wood, sailing 12 Mar 1854, giving the same address as the family in 1851 census.  [It is unclear, but it appears he didn’t actually leave or he returned to Scotland, married and emigrated to Australia for a while, then back to Scotland.]  

Margaret, along with her step son William 30 weaver, Isabella 19, and James 17 carpenter departed 23 Mar 1856 from Liverpool on the ship “Enoch Train”, arriving 1 May 1856 in Boston, Massachusetts.  [Not finding records for her stepson William anywhere.]

One of her stepdaughters, either Jane or Agness, was listed to emigrate with them, but “refused to go and married a gent”.

Margaret crossed the plains with the Daniel D McArthur Handcart Company [2nd handcart company], leaving Iowa City, Iowa 11 Jun 1856 with 222 people, 48 hand carts and 4 wagons, arriving in Salt Lake City 26 Sep 1856.  According to a history written by Beth Gordon Lawrence granddaughter of James, James and Robert pulled the handcart all the way across the plains.  James was 17 and Robert was 21.  Often they would get their mother, and sometimes their sister to sit on the handcart for awhile and let them pull them.  At Emigration Canyon, they were met by Pres Brigham Young, a company of minutemen, and a large crowd of citizens.  They were escorted into the city by William Pitt’s Brass Band.

Margaret’s daughter Isabella married William Blackhurst 25 Jan 1857 in Salt Lake City as part of a plural marriage, had 4 children and remained in Salt Lake City the rest of her life.

In 1860, Margaret and James were listed in Brigham, Cache, Utah.  Robert was still in Salt Lake City.

During this year (Her obituary states May 1869, an obvious conflict) Margaret, Robert & James were sent to Smithfield, Cache, Utah to colonize the area.  They secured land and built a home in the fort on the north side of the creek.  The sons secured some farming land and built a tannery where they ground the bark for tanning purposes by horsepower.  They made leather enough to supply the shoemakers in the area.

“The people who settled Smithfield had many trials and disappointments starting their homes, as did the Pioneers in other places.  Brigham Young always advised the early settlers to build in fort line as a means of protection against the Indian raids, not that the Indians were always unfriendly but to be on the safe side, not knowing when they might be provoked to make an attack.  Said Brigham Young, “If you do not build in fort lines, the Indians will make you.” [Written by a child of Robert.]

“During the winter of 1860 and 1861 there were 68 houses built in fort line.  The houses were mostly one roomed, constructed of rough logs, with all the windows and doors facing the inside of the fort.  The roof was covered with straight willows, long grass and dirt.  Most of them leaked when it rained.  Very few had anything but dirt floors the first winter.  You can imagine how cold they would be if they had no straw to spread on them.  As window glass was a luxury few could afford it so cloth of some kind was used.”

Robert and James built a small tannery, which they operated for many years.  They supplied the shoemakers with leather.

In 1870 Margaret age 70 is living with James and wife Harriet, next door to Robert.

1873 daughter Isabella dies in Salt Lake City.

In 1880 still in Smithfield, Margaret is living with Robert and children (his wife Margaret had died that year) and James is next door

In 1887 Margaret died at the residence of her son Robert in Smithfield, Cache, Utah.  She was buried in the Smithfield Cemetery, plot A-161-8.

